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GLT staff worked closely for the last two years with 
the board and staff at Eklutna Inc. to purchase a 
conservation easement over nearly 4800 acres of 
high value habitat at the head of Knik Arm. The 
property contains the confluence of the Knik and 
Matanuska Rivers and many islands and channels 
and diverse habitat as the rivers enter Knik Arm. The 
lands will remain under the ownership of Eklutna, 
Inc. and traditional uses such as hunting and fishing 
by Shareholders and permittees will continue. The 
property contains excellent habitat for all five species 
of salmon in Cook Inlet as well as many other wildlife 
species. In addition, the property is adjacent to the 

Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge and Chugach 
State Park, two of Alaska’s most popular and iconic 
public lands. Scenic views of the property are well 
known by travelers crossing the Knik River Bridge on 
the Glenn Highway--the property is just upstream of 
the Knik River Bridge and continues upstream for 
several miles. The project was made possible with 
funding from the Port of Anchorage Mitigation Fund 
as well as grant funding from the USFWS Coastal 
Program.  Eklutna, Inc is the largest private 
landowner in the region and both organizations 
anticipate more conservation projects in the future.  
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Great Land Trust Completes its Largest Land Deal !

Map of the Knik River Islands Conservation Project Michael Curry, Debbie Fullenwider & Lee Stephan of Eklutna Inc. with Greg 
Jones and Dick LeFebvre of GLT at the Knik River Islands signing ceremony 

Winter 2011--2012 



Raven Report 

Note Director’s The Raven Report 
is published by 
The Great Land Trust 
 
OUR MISSION: 
The Great Land Trust works with willing 
landowners and other partners to conserve 
southcentral Alaska’s lands and 
waterways. The Trust is an independent 
non partisan community-based land 
conservation organization founded by and 
for Alaskans. 
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Great Land Trust has been striving for 
excellence since it was formed in the 
spring of 1995 by visionary citizens here 
in Anchorage. We've applied for 
Accreditation with the Land Trust Alliance 
Accreditation Commission to verify our 
efforts to provide the very best land 
conservation for southcentral Alaska. 
One standard measure of success used 
by land trusts across the country is the 
number of projects and the number of 

acres conserved. Great Land Trust board and staff have consistently strived 
for the highest quality projects, which in urban Anchorage have often been 
relatively small in acreage. With that in mind, GLT has been justifiably proud 
of holding conservation easements on 1200 acres across its service area. 
GLT has recently expanded it's efforts to do more conservation projects in 
the Mat-Su by hiring a new staff member and opening a new office in 
Palmer. Because of this effort and lots of hard work we are now able to 
announce the completion of our largest project ever with the conservation 
of nearly 4800 acres with Eklutna, Inc. This project, despite its size, made 
no sacrifice in quality, as you can see from the article in this newsletter. The 
Shareholders of Eklutna, Inc have a centuries long tradition of subsistence 
use tied to those acres, and this project will ensure that those lands will 
continue to play an important role in providing habitat for salmon, moose, 
waterfowl and many other species.   The Pioneer Reserve parcels featured 
in this newsletter are also of the very highest quality wetland habitat, adding 
to our suite of completed projects for 2011. We have many donors to thank 
for their support this year and for many years in the past. Thanks to all of 
you for your support and consider how you might be able to contribute 
financially to our efforts as this year draws to a close.   
 
We'd like to invite you to our Snow City Winter Celebration on Dec 15th 
at 5:30pm. Food and music provided! Help us celebrate our most 
successful year ever!  1034 West 4th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501 

Geoff Haskett USFWS, Mayor Dan Sullivan, Curtis McQueen CEO Eklutna Inc., Phil Shephard GLT and 
Lieutenant Commander Stone USACE at the signing ceremony for the Knik River Islands project. 



Thanks  to our Funders 
Great Land Trust would like to thank some of the 
donors that have provided support to us for Campbell 
Creek and other projects over the years. Their support 
has been crucial to our success and very much 
appreciated! 

NOAA Fisheries 
Eric McCallum and Robin Smith 
Steve and Karen Compton 
Alaska Center for the Environment 
The Nature Conservancy 
Pacific Coast Joint Venture 
Ducks Unlimited 
Mat-Su Health Foundation 
Robert Gillam 
Gary & Barbara Baugh 

October Clean Up & Fundraiser 
Campbell Creek Estuary  

Rasmuson Foundation 
M J Murdock Trust 
REI 
BP 
ConocoPhillips 
USFWS 
Kumin Foundation 
JL Properties 
Leonard Hyde 
Ed & Judy Rasmuson 

As the Little Su flows out of the mountains near Hatcher 
Pass and hits the flatlands, the river meanders through a 
stand of towering cottonwood trees. Here, multiple 
springs, seeps, and backwater channels provide 
excellent spawning and rearing habitat for salmon. This 
is the site of one of Great Land Trust’s most recent 
projects. This fall, GLT completed two conservation 
easements with Pioneer Reserve, LLC., a wetland 
mitigation bank owned and operated by the Walther 
Family. Scott Walther and his daughter Calli Donn 
partnered with Great Land Trust to place conservation 
easements on 166 acres on the Little Susitna River and 
104 acres on Vine Creek in Wasilla. “Our family is very 
excited to be a part of preserving valuable wetlands in 
the Mat-Su Valley. It is an added bonus that these 
properties will stay pristine for our family forever”, said 
Calli. Scott Walther Pioneer Reserve Conservation Easement Recently Con-

served by the Walther Family 

Senator Murkowski and GLT Staff, Board and Supporters at the 
Campbell Creek Estuary Natural Area 

Senator Beigich speaking on behalf of Campbell Creek 
Estuary Natural Area at a recent fundraiser. 

GLT and the Walther Family conserve 270 acres in the Mat-Su  

Support by both Alaskan Senators helped this fall in our efforts to
continue raising funding for the Campbell Creek Estuary Natural Area.
It’s certainly a tribute to the strength of that project that we’ve had
such broad backing politically and financially. We once again had 120
students      from
Mears      Middle
School   on   the
property  this fall
to     help     with
cleanup       and
support       from
A  i   r   p   o   r  t
E q  u i p  m e n t
 Rental,    Granite    Construction   and    Alaska   Waste   in

getting  the  final  debris cleaned  off the property.   We are
now  within  about  $200,000  of  raising   the  $7.7  million
needed   for   the   complete   project.    This  includes  the
funding  for  the  improvements  such  as  trails, overlooks,
signage  and  parking.  We  hope  to  initiate  the  planning
for   that  effort   this  winter  so  that  the  property  can  be
open to the public next summer! Consider how you might 
be able to help in our efforts.
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Dale Saunders donated his 80 acre homestead farm to GLT 
in 2007 for the benefit of Sandhill cranes and other wildlife in 
the area. Care for this property is an important priority for us. 
The Sanctuary had a productive spring and summer this 
year.  Our big project has been the restoration of the only 
log structure on the homestead.  It is a barn that Dale 

constructed by himself more 
than 50 years ago.  He used 
axes and a one man cross 
cut saw among other tools 
to do the work. It is a unique 
building. 
 
In May about 20 people showed up to help remove all the tools and 
equipment inside the barn to prepare for the creation of a new 
foundation. Then, John’s Construction moved the barn off its original 
site and onto I-beams. In August, a gravel pad was compacted and 
leveled to prep for the masons.  In September, the forms were 

constructed and the monolithic slab pour was done.  Scott Holcomb, a well known local log 
craftsman, worked with Rick Ernst, our Sanctuary Manager to scribe fit and install replacement logs 
for the bottom rounds before the barn was placed back on its new foundation.  In early October, we 
placed the barn onto its new foundation.  Our team of contractors did a great job! 

Barn Restoration Work 
Dale Saunders Crane Sanctuary  

Barn Before Move 

Barn with new foundation and log replacement 


