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CAMPBELL CREEK ESTUARY SUCCESS!!! 
Great Land Trust staff are excited to announce 
that we are currently on track to complete the 
Campbell Creek Estuary conservation project 
this fall!  We have worked very hard with the 
Municipality to supply additional funding assur-
ances such that the property is provided to the 
Muni with sufficient resources to do the neces-
sary site cleanup, planning, infrastructure de-
velopment and ongoing mainte-
nance.  This means that GLT will 
have some added fundraising re-
sponsibilities so we will be looking to 
our members and new funders for 
support.   The property contains sig-
nificant forested uplands of birch, as-
pen, spruce and cottonwood as well 
as over a half mile of Campbell 
Creek itself and the surrounding salt 
marsh that is so important to the 
many birds and other wildlife that fre-
quent coastal Anchorage.  The par-
cel is adjacent to the 32,000 acre An-
chorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge 
which allows citizens a chance to 
view sandhill cranes, beluga whales, 
shorebirds and many other species 
we are lucky to have in this amazing 
city we call home.  We only have until 

Nov 30, 2010 to raise the rest of the funds to 
purchase this parcel so consider how you might 
be able to help us in our efforts. We have re-
ceived an amazing outpouring of support from 
the community for the project, which made a 
big difference in turning the tide on the project.  
See our website at www.greatlandtrust.org or 
our new Great Land Trust Facebook page for 
more information about this exciting project. 

Campbell Creek Estuary photo by Carl Johnson 

Members of the Public Touring the Campbell Creek Project Property 
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Note Director’s The Raven Report 
is published by 
The Great Land Trust 
 
OUR MISSION: 
The Great Land Trust works with willing 
landowners and other partners to con-
serve southcentral Alaska’s lands and 
waterways.  The Trust is an independent 
non partisan community-based land con-
servation organization founded by and 
for Alaskans. 
 
 
MORE INFORMATION: 
The Great Land Trust 
619 E Ship Creek Ave, Suite 321 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
907.278.4998 T 
907.278.4997 F 
www.greatlandtrust.org 
info@greatlandtrust.org 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
John Baker, Chair 
Jim Stratton, Vice Chair 
Shelda Duff, Treasurer 
Corinne Smith, Secretary 
Dick LeFebvre 
Molly McCammon 
Caryn Rea 
Marty Rutherford 
Cathie Straub 
Ken Taylor 
 
ADVISORY BOARD 
Doug Bailey 
Susan Ruddy 
 
STAFF 
Phil Shephard, Executive Director 
pshephard@greatlandtrust.org, 278-4992 
 
Dave Mitchell, Conservation Director 
dmitchell@greatlandtrust.org, 278-4995 
 
Kim Sollien, Mat-Su Program Manager 
ksollien@greatlandtrust.org, 746-6406 
 
Peter Knape, Office Manager 
pknape@greatlandtrust.org, 278-4992 
 
If you would prefer to receive an elec-
tronic version of our newsletter, please 
email info@greatlandtrust.org 
 

The leaves are now turning 
and here in Anchorage we 
have been blessed with 
some wonderful fall days to 
enjoy our trails and natural 
areas.  I particularly en-
joyed picking blueberries 
with my family in Chugach 
State Park and making 
fresh ice cream with the 
“fruits” of our labors.  We at 
Great Land Trust are re-
minded of our role in south-

central Alaska to work with willing landowners to conserve signature 
landscapes and access to the public lands that surround us.  Great 
Land Trust is celebrating it’s 15th year of operation and we continue to 
improve our service and have much to be proud of. 
 

The Campbell Creek Estuary project is our most ambitious pro-
ject ever with a total cost of over 7 million dollars.  The fact that we 
were able to convince the Mayor of Anchorage to reconsider his pub-
lic decision not to accept the property is a tribute to our supporters 
and the members of the public who spoke out on our behalf.  It is 
clear that the public understands the value of parklands in our com-
munity and is willing to both donate to support our efforts in addition to 
speaking out in support of the project.  We have committed to work 
closely with the Municipality on the development of the property which 
will take place over the next several years.  Your willingness to con-
tribute to this legacy project is much appreciated. 

 
Our new office in Palmer will allow us to better serve the Mat-

Su Valley with it’s important wetlands, fisheries and rapid growth.  We 
have several projects in the works in the Mat-Su focused on the con-
servation of valuable wet-
lands and forested habi-
tats.  In addition we have 
been working hard in our 
efforts to maintain and im-
prove the Dale Saunders 
Crane Sanctuary in Trap-
per Creek.  I look forward 
to seeing you all at one of 
our events or enjoying the 
many parks and wild lands 
we have in southcentral! 

Phil & his family in Chugach State Park 

A new Generation of Supporters 



to our Funders 
Great Land Trust would like to thank some of the 
donors that have provided support to us for Camp-
bell Creek and other projects over the years.  Their 
support has been crucial to our success and very 
much appreciated! 

NOAA Fisheries 
Eric McCallum and Robin Smith 
Steve and Karen Compton 
Alaska Center for the Environment 
The Nature Conservancy 
Pacific Coast Joint Venture 
Ducks Unlimited 
Mat-Su Health Foundation 

100,000 PARCELS ANALYZED IN THE MAT-SU BURROUGH 
This summer, Elise Leduc, a graduate student from Duke University, worked with us to design and 
develop a conservation planning tool that identifies and prioritizes potential conservation projects 
throughout the Mat-Su.  Using a geographic information system to combine and analyze thirteen 
conservation criteria, Elise analyzed over 100,000 parcels in the borough.  The result of the analysis 
is an atlas of maps, ranking 16,000 parcels and highlighting the highest 
ranked parcels based on the conservation criteria used, which included the 
most critical habitat for fish and wildlife, important wetlands necessary to 
maintaining regional water quality and parcels that provided connectivity 
with essential community infrastructure. We will be spending the next few 
years reaching out to these landowners and working on quality conservation 
projects that ensure scenic character and ecological richness of the Mat-Su. 
The project was sponsored by the Matanuska Susitna Borough, under their 
EPA West Coast Estuaries Initiative Water Quality Management Grant and 
the USFWS Region 7 Coastal Program.  Please visit our website for the ex-
ecutive summary for this and other prioritizations we have completed. 

Planning in the Mat-Su 
Strategic Conservation 

Thanks Rasmuson Foundation 
M J Murdock Trust 
REI 
BP 
Conoco-Phillips 
USFWS 
Kumin Foundation 
JL Properties 

GLT Intern Elise Leduc 

Maps Depicting Parcels analyzed during  the summer 2010 Mat-Su borough prioritization and conservation planning process. 



619 E Ship Creek Ave 
Suite 321 
Anchorage, AK, 99501 

DONATE TO GLT ONLINE 
Visit our Website at www.greatlandtrust.org or visit us on Facebook! 

Legacy Have you ever thought about what type of legacy 
you would like to leave for future generations? Leave a 

You can make a difference in your own community and region.  The Great Land Trust 
Planned Giving Program assists individual investment in Southcentral Alaska’s land, 
water and natural areas for generations to come.  There are many options to ensure that 
your financial assets are used for land conservation.  These options include bequests, life-
income, naming a beneficiary, gifts of stock, gifts of personal property, and charitable 
remainder trusts.  Planned giving ensures that your family and your land are protected 
while taking full advantage of favorable federal and state tax laws.  For more information 
contact Phil Shephard at 278-4992 or pshephard@greatlandtrust.org. 

Stewardship  
While brisk mornings and the falling of leaves signal the imminence of winter to most people in 
Southcentral Alaska, at GLT, these signs of fall also mark the end of yet another busy monitoring 
season. Every summer, GLT staff conducts monitoring visits by foot, horseback or plane to each of 

it’s properties throughout the Municipality of Anchorage and Mat-Su Borough. These 
property visits serve a variety of purposes including a review of conservation ease-
ments with a new landowner to ensure the conservation values of a property are be-
ing preserved in perpetuity as per the terms of the conservation easement. Monitor-
ing visits are also essential for adhering to IRS guidelines as GLT must prove it’s 
commitment to protecting the conservation purposes set out in the conservation 
easement in order for a donated property to qualify as a tax-deductible easement. 
 
Aside from the legal importance of annual monitoring, property visits also allow GLT 
staff to strengthen the connection between their efforts in the office and the wonder-
ful lands and waterways we are working to preserve. Only by taking the time to make 
these annual visits is GLT able to ensure the conservation values of each property 

are being preserved for future generations to enjoy. GLT Intern Sam Sterling 

Conservation Monitoring and Outreach 

GLT Supporter Eric McCallum on the Campbell 
Creek Estuary Public Tour 
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