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We are working overtime to 
raise the $6.5 million necessary 
to purchase this property 
before our option 
expires in December 
2010. After the property 
is purchased by GLT, 
we will donate title 
to the Municipality of 
Anchorage. It will then 
be turned into a new, 
public, 60 acre coastal 
park. Great Land Trust 
will place a conservation 
easement on the park 

Great Land Trust is thrilled to announce 
that we have an opportunity to 
conserve a 60 acre coastal property in 
Anchorage containing Campbell Creek 
and Campbell Creek Estuary!  The 
property is adjacent to the Anchorage 
Coastal Wildlife Refuge and also 
includes vast uplands with stunning 
views of the coast, Cook Inlet, and the 
Kenai Mountains. The Estuary boasts 
critical habitat for five species of 
salmon and the endangered population 
of the beluga whale. 

Creek EstruaryCampbellHelp Great Land Trust Conserve to assure that it will be protected from 
development forever.

It is critical to have local support for 
this project to show our funders how 
important this project is to the community.
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Director’sNote
As the winter snows covers the ground and 
the days get shorter it gives us time to reflect 
on our accomplishments for the year. Here 
at Great Land Trust it has been an excellent 
year full of progress and promise. I was hired 
nearly one year ago, and I’m excited to report 
that we’ve been able to hire two new staff 
(highlighted in this newsletter) that each bring 
a great deal of experience and expertise to 
our team. We received a large grant from the 

M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust for capacity building and our growth 
in the Mat-Su. These funds have been matched by generous gifts 
from the Mat-Su Health Foundation, the Rasmuson Foundation 
and Pacific Coast Joint Venture which will provide us nearly 3 years 
of funding for Mat-Su projects. There are numerous protected 
areas within the Mat-Su, although as is often the case, precious 
little access to those parcels. As we have for several years with 
our Pathways to the Chugach program, we’ll continue to work to 
purchase properties that help secure access to Alaska’s spectacular 
public lands. One excellent project completed this summer in the 
Mat-Su was the completion of an 800 acre conservation easement 
south of Big Lake that secures wetlands in a popular winter 
recreation area, home of the Aurora Dog Mushing Club. 

Last winter at our annual fundraiser I’m happy to report we 
successfully raised $10,000 toward the purchase of a 149 acre 
parcel in Stuckagain Heights that provides critical access to Chugach 
State Park. We’ve secured another $50,000 dollars this summer and 
co-authored a grant proposal that would secure ¾ of the remaining 
funds needed. We’re optimistic that soon this parcel will be an 
important addition and access point for Chugach State Park. 

The Campbell Creek estuary parcel we are trying to secure now 
could be one of Anchorage’s premier coastal city parks. Because 
of it’s size and location, it provides both solitude and access to 
the spectacular Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge. Great Land 
Trust continues to grow and adapt to the changing times and we 
welcome your participation. After all, it’s Your Land, and Your Trust. 
Together we can make a difference. We invite you to our winter 
fundraiser again this year at 5:30pm on December 3rd at Snow City 
and look forward to another year of successes! 
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OUR MISSION:
The Great Land Trust works with 
willing landowners and other partners 
to conserve southcentral Alaska’s 
lands and waterways. The Trust is an 
independent nonpartisan community-
based land conservation organization 
founded by and for Alaskans.
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TrailMidtown Anchorage has a new

The Helen Louise McDowell Sanctuary was 
conserved by the Trust in 2004 for its wetland 
and open space values. This hidden gem in 
midtown now has a one mile boardwalk and 
trail system. GLT worked with Alaska Trails, the 
Municipality of Anchorage Parks Department 
and the Youth Employment in Parks program to 
make this trail project a success.

Directions to the Trailhead
From East Tudor, turn north on Eau Claire 
Place. The trailhead is at the north end of Eau 
Claire Place where the road ends. There is 
plenty of parking on the side of the road.

DAWN HORSTMAN (OFFICE MANAGER) 
Dawn Horstman is the new office manager 
at the Great Land Trust coming to Alaska from Michigan,  
where she most recently was Conservation Information Manager  
for The Nature Conservancy. Dawn brings many years of office management 
experience, including managing conservation information through various 
databases and the use of GIS. Her varied background includes organizing 
conservation projects, managing offices in the environmental and real estate 
professions, and coordinating fundraising events and outreach development. 
In her spare time, Dawn is enjoying her new Alaskan playground by hiking, 
fishing, cross country skiing, snow machining and bird watching.

KIM SOLLIEN (MAT-SU PROGRAM DIRECTOR) 
Kim is our newest addition to the GLT team and will lead our conservation efforts  
in the Mat-Su based at our new office in Palmer. As an active and engaged 
member of the Valley community, she brings many years of experience with 
community outreach, education, planning and fundraising to this new position. 
Committed to making a positive impact on her community, she completed her 
graduate work at Alaska Pacific University in the spring of 2002, where she 
studied Sustainable Development and Sustainable Community Design.

For the past seven years, Kim has worked for Chickaloon Native Village as  
water quality monitoring assistant, Sustainable Foods Coordinator, interim-
Director of the Health Department, and Grantwriter. Throughout her time  
she developed many new programs, assisted with organizational development 
activities and helped to bring several million in grant funding to aid new 
programs and services, capital campaigns, and to increase the organizational 
capacity of the Tribe.  We’re lucky to have both Kim and Dawn! 
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Dave Mitchell, our Conservation Director, 
tries out the new trail
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LegacyLeave a

Have you ever thought about what type of legacy 
you would like to leave for future generations? 
You can make a difference in your own community and region. 
The Great Land Trust Planned Giving Program assists individual 
investment in Southcentral Alaska’s land, water and natural areas 
for generations to come. There are many options to ensure that 
your financial assets are used for land conservation. These options 
include: bequests, life-income, naming a beneficiary, gifts of stock, 
gifts of personal property, and charitable remainder trusts. Planned 
Giving ensures that your family and your land are protected while 
taking full advantage of favorable federal and state tax laws.

DONATE TO GLT ONLINE
Visit our website at www.greatlandtrust.org. 

Conserved in the Mat-Su

This fall, Great Land Trust secured a conservation 
easement on 800 acres south of Big Lake protecting 
valuable wetlands and salmon habitat forever. 
The property, owned by the Mat-Su Borough and 
containing a portion of Fish Creek, ranked as one 

800 Acres
of the most ecologically important parcels under 
Borough ownership. It is also home to miles of dog 
mushing trails. We look forward to continuing to 
work with the Mat-Su borough to conserve critical 
wetlands, recreation areas, and fish and wildlife 
habitat.


