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The Campbell Creek Estuary Natural Area contin-
ues to generate tremendous community support 
as we work to make the property available to the 
public. This February we were able to clean up 
most of the debris left on the site with the help of 
several business partners. We did 
the work during the winter to     
minimize impacts to the soils and    
vegetation. All of the 75 tons of ma-
terial from the property was recy-
cled.    
 
We received significant donations 
for the cleanup from Granite Con-
struction, Airport Equipment Rent-
als, JL Properties, Frye Trucking 
and Shoreside Petroleum. We very 
much appreciate the assistance of 
these local businesses and        
continue to be impressed by the  
degree of community support for 
this project.   Consider how you 
might be able to help us with this 
tremendous community project.   
 
There are many ways to help—see 

our website at www.greatlandtrust.org for details 
and ways to help!   
 
We will be doing a spring cleanup on the property 
as part of the annual Anchorage Waterways 
Creek Cleanup at 9am on May 14th.  Come out 
and help get the property ready for the public!   

Campbell Creek Estuary photo by Carl Johnson 

A property tour of the Campbell Creek Estuary Natural Area in August of 2010 
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Note 
Chairman’s The Raven Report 

is published by 
The Great Land Trust 
 
OUR MISSION: 
The Great Land Trust works with willing 
landowners and other partners to conserve 
southcentral Alaska’s lands and water-
ways.  The Trust is an independent non 
partisan community-based land conserva-
tion organization founded by and for 
Alaskans. 
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Anchorage, AK 99501 
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I’ve been on the GLT board of direc-
tors since 1998, and I’ve never ex-
perienced a year as gratifying as 
2010. Only a few years ago an under-
taking of the cost and complexity of 
the Campbell Creek Estuary Project 
would have seemed overwhelming.  
Even last year there were many times 
when it seemed that there were just 
too many obstacles, too few funds, 
and too little time.  But a funny thing 
happened on the way to the deal fal-

ling apart: a community –members, partners and supporters of GLT—decided that 
failure was not an option.  And Anchorage will be better for it. 
 
The list of supporters who helped bring the estuary project across the finish line is 
too long to list here. From unsolicited letters to the editor to financial donations to in-
kind contributions, the support came in every conceivable form – and we wouldn’t 
have succeeded without all of it. The GLT board is proud of our dedicated staff. But 
as hard as Phil, Dave, Kim, Peter and Sam work, it takes a community – people 
from all walks of life who share GLT’s goal of protecting Southcentral Alaska’s spe-
cial places – to make this organization successful. 
 
Change has been good to GLT.  Over the past several months we’ve benefitted 
from the addition of our newest board members, Cathie Straub, Molly McCammon 
and Greg Jones.  Each brings a unique perspective and set of skills to the board.  
They all share a commitment to GLT’s mission of improving the quality of life in our 
community.  My second term as board chair will expire this year, although I plan to 
stay on the board as long as they’ll have me.  After all, organizations this rewarding 
to work with are hard to find, and even harder to leave. 
 
So as I look ahead to 2011 and beyond, I’d like to propose a toast.  To the mem-
bers, partners and supporters of Great Land Trust: we couldn’t do it without you. 

Accreditation 
Great Land Trust is thrilled to announce that we are applying for accreditation with the Land 
Trust Alliance Accreditation Commission. The land trust accreditation program recognizes 
land conservation organizations that meet national quality standards for protecting important 
natural places and working lands forever.  The Accreditation Commission conducts an        
extensive review of each applicant’s policies and programs.  Accreditation would allow Great 
Land Trust to further our goals of providing high quality enduring conservation work in south-
central Alaska.  There are over 1,700 land trusts in the United States of which only 130 are 
currently accredited.  Great Land Trust is the first land trust in Alaska to apply!   To learn more 
about the accreditation program and to submit a comment, visit 
www.landtrustaccreditation.org.  Comments may also be faxed or mailed to the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission, Attn: Public Comments: (fax) 518-587-3183; (mail) 112 Spring 
Street, Suite 204, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.  Comments on Great Land Trust’s application 
will be most useful by July 2nd 2011. 

Applying For Land Trust Alliance Accreditation 

GLT Chairman John Baker 



Staff 

Thanks  

A SUCCESSFUL 2010 AT THE DALE SAUNDERS CRANE SANCTUARY IN TRAPPER CREEK 
As we prepare for the 2011 season at the Sanctuary, with the cranes having recently arrived, it’s hard not to reflect on all 
the happenings of last summer. The Dale’s majestic cranes arrived 
at the end of April and stayed for over three weeks enjoying the 
past seasons barley. In May, along with a handful of volunteers, 
we kicked off the summer with a great work party that involved lots 
of scraping and painting, foundation repair, general sprucing and a 
lovely picnic lunch.  In mid-June, Sanctuary Managers tilled and 
planted ten acres in barley and another ten acres in red             
clover. Even with all the rain, the barley grew beautifully as evi-
denced by the high numbers of cranes who returned in the fall to 
feed and rest before heading south.  In September, we met with 
staff from Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) to    
discuss the feasibility of enhancing wetlands on the property to     
provide seasonal open water habitat to benefit a range of 
birds.  The Sanctuary activities ended in early October with the 
Alaska Wild Bird Rehabilitation Center successfully    releasing two 
rehabilitated cranes into a flock of about 60. We’re sure Dale 
would be pleased knowing his gift of land is being used to care for 
the cranes he so loved.   
COME JOIN US SATURDAY MAY 21ST AT THE SANCTUARY FOR THE 4TH ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN UP 

to our Funders 
Great Land Trust would like to thank some of the 
donors that have provided support to us for       
Campbell Creek and other projects over the years.  
Their support has been crucial to our success and 
very much appreciated! 

NOAA Fisheries 
Eric McCallum and Robin Smith 
Steve and Karen Compton 
Alaska Center for the Environment 
The Nature Conservancy 
Pacific Coast Joint Venture 
Ducks Unlimited 
Mat-Su Health Foundation 

Crane Sanctuary 
The Dale Saunders 

Rasmuson Foundation 
M J Murdock Trust 
REI 
BP 
Conoco-Phillips 
USFWS 
Kumin Foundation 
JL Properties 

 
THE GREAT LAND TRUST WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME OUR NEW STAFF MEM-
BERS 
Sam joined the GLT team last fall as Lands Manager after a wonderful experience as an intern over 
the summer. Sam will continue his work this coming summer monitoring GLT properties throughout 

southcentral Alaska as well as carry on his assumed duty of 
“office mapmaker”. When not tromping around the woods for 
GLT, you’ll find Sam working as a nordic ski coach for APU as 
well as adventuring around Alaska with skis, crampons, or other 
toys strapped to his feet.  
 
Peter joined GLT last summer as the Office Manager. Previously 
Peter has worked in a variety of environments as a communications and media  
director gaining experience with community outreach, event planning, media        
production and fundraising. Peter originally comes from Michigan, and attended the       
University of Utah before being drawn to Alaska in 2006 by the mountains, snow 
and friendly people. In his spare time Peter enjoys backcountry skiing, travelling, 
fishing, sailing and reading. 

Meet Our New 

Lands Manager Sam Sterling 

Office  Manager Peter Knape 



619 E Ship Creek Av 
Suite 321 
Anchorage, AK, 99501 

GLT has recently received donations of two properties from GLT supporters.  On 
one property donated by Michael Downs the Little Su meanders through a birch for-
est.  The property provides excellent habitat for salmon, birds and other wildlife.  
GLT plans to put restrictions on the property to maintain the exceptional wildlife 
habitat and then will sell the parcel to raise funds to complete other critical conser-
vation projects in the region.  In south Anchorage, Frances Fonfara, a passionate 
botanist, donated her home to GLT. GLT will sell Frances’ home for funds which will 
allow GLT to complete top priority conservation projects like Tanglewood Park, the 
property she loved. 
 
When considering how to leave a legacy to conserve the land you love, many peo-
ple decide to donate land to a local land trust. A donation of land to GLT is one of 
the most effective ways to make this lasting contribution. Land value can be viewed 
in many different ways. In some cases, it can be measured by its economic value 
and in other cases it can be measured by its conservation value.  By including GLT 
in your decisions about estate planning and charitable giving you can be assured that your donation will make a difference in 
your community.  
 

Great Land Trust will place restrictions on donated parcels that meet the Trust’s 
criteria for conservation in perpetuity. Once the parcel has the conservation re-
strictions in place, GLT may then sell the parcel for additional funds to further our 
mission.  This scenario is a great option for landowners who want to see their  
property conserved forever while making a substantial contribution to their re-
gional land trust. 
 
Great Land Trust also offers options for landowners, like Frances Fonfara, that 
own property that may not contain high conservation value. GLT will accept these 
properties and then sell them to raise funds in order to complete high priority con-
servation projects. These donations are critical to our ability to carry out  effective 
conservation projects and provide us with much needed operational support.   
 
You can contact GLT and we will be happy to talk with you confidentially about 
the options available to you.  Gifts of land to GLT may also provide significant tax 
benefits. We recommend that you talk to your tax advisor for more information. In 
addition, the book Preserving Family Lands by Stephen Small is a terrific source 
of information.  

Land Donation Options For Landowners 

Side channel of the Little Su as it flows through property 
donated to GLT by Michael Downs in Wasilla. 

Tanglewood Park a 41 Acre property conserved by GLT in 
2000. Tanglewood Park is adjacent to a developed homesite 
recently donated to GLT by Frances Fonfara. Photo by Carl 
Johnson.  
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