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ChugachPathways to the

Near Point property purchased!
Great Land Trust is working with the Conservation Fund to 
secure funding to add 140 acres on the slopes of Near Point 
to Chugach State Park. In 2006 GLT launched “Pathways 
to the Chugach: Connecting to our Park”. The purpose of 
this project is to secure public access to Chugach State 

R aven 
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MissionOur
The mission of Great Land Trust is to “work with willing landowners and 
other partners to conserve southcentral Alaska’s lands and waterways”. One 
of our top priorities is to secure properties which provide access to local and 
regional parks such as Chugach State Park. Great Land Trust serves an area of 
some 33,000 square miles, home to more than 50% of Alaska’s population. 
Featured in this newsletter, is a map of our service area with our current and 
past projects highlighted. The Great Land Trust works in partnership with 
willing private and public landowners to permanently conserve special lands, 
signature landscapes and waters essential to the quality of life and economic 
health of communities in the region. We do this through conservation 

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 9)
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I’m thrilled to be stepping into the Executive Director position at 

the Great Land Trust. I have fond memories of growing up here 

in Anchorage, hiking the trails in Chugach State Park, canoeing 

Campbell Creek with my brothers and skiing the many trails around 

town and in the valley. I feel very fortunate to be coming home after 

a quarter century Outside to be closer to family and introduce my 

own family to the many great amenities the Anchorage area has to 

offer. I spent the past 17 years working for The Nature Conservancy 

in Wyoming and Oregon. Most recently I was the TNC’s Northeast 

Oregon Program Director which included formulating complex 

partnerships, large land purchases and extensive fundraising. Being 

able to bring those skills home to southcentral Alaska is a true 

privilege, and doing it while we celebrate our 50th year as a State 

makes me even more excited for 2009. 

Every day in my new capacity I meet new partners and learn more about Great Land Trust projects and become more 

impressed by the many staff and board members and supporters who founded this local focused non-profit and have 

directed its work over the last 13 years. A special thanks goes out to Lisa Eyler who has been on staff for over 8 years 

and dedicated much of her considerable energy to the Great Land Trust. Although Lisa has stepped down as Executive 

Director, I look forward to learning much from her over the next few months as she assists me in my effort to learn the 

past and current projects. 

We have many fascinating and crucial projects in the works for this year. We will need your continued support for a 

critical project that is part of our Pathways to the Chugach program. We are working with local partners to transfer 140 

acres in the Stuckagain Heights subdivision that was slated for development to the Chugach State Park. This property is 

on the slopes of Near Point and at the headwaters of Campbell Creek and will provide additional much needed access 

to Chugach State Park. In addition, we have two on-going wetland mitigation easements that will nearly double our 

acreage under easement to over 1000 acres. We recently added a new board member to an already strong board, 

and will be hiring two additional staff soon. Exciting times! I look forward to leading the Great Land Trust into the next 

decade as it matures as an organization and meeting members of the community who care so much about southcentral 

Alaska’s waterways and parks. Feel free to call, stop by the office, or e-mail me with any comments or ideas. 

A final thought—think of GLT as you consider organizations to support in the coming year—we’re local and we’re 

connecting you to the amazing natural resources Anchorage and the Mat-Su have to offer such as the Chugach State 

Park as well as the waterways that add so much to our quality of life. 

Have a Great New Year, and see you on the trail!

Greetings from the new Executive Director!

Philand family



Jim
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Chair’sNote
The winds of change are blowing strongly 
across the country and Alaska is feeling its 
fair share. Here at the Great Land Trust, 
change came at the top of the ticket with 
a new Executive Director taking over the 
helm in December. And with that change 
comes a great big THANK YOU to Lisa 
Eyler for her many years of service to GLT. 
Her leadership and vision have made GLT 
the vibrant organization it is today. 

Lisa has an uncanny knack for connecting 
with people and bringing them into the 
GLT world. Everywhere I go people tell 
me how they have been inspired by Lisa and from her  
work know about Great Land Trust. And knowing of her extreme dedication to GLT 
and love of land conservation, we don’t expect Lisa to stray too far.

Our new leader is an Alaskan coming home. Phil Shephard graduated from high 
school in Anchorage, but has spent the last 17 years working for The Nature 
Conservancy in Wyoming and Oregon. He has wanted to bring his family back to 
Alaska for years and the opportunity to lead Great Land Trust was just the ticket. 
The Board is very excited to have Phil on board and we hope you get a chance to 
meet him soon. 

And Phil arrives just as we’re moving ahead on another great opportunity in our 
Pathways to the Chugach project. Building on our success at Rabbit Lakes and in 
Eagle River, our first two Pathways projects, we are again partnering with Brad 
Meikeljohn and The Conservation Fund to secure more access to Chugach State 
Park – this time at Stuckagain Heights. This is the 140 acre parcel that was the 
subject of the antennae farm fight a few years back on the slopes of Near Point. 
And similar to the partnership at Rabbit Lakes, The Conservation Fund secured an 
option to purchase the property and GLT will assist in helping raise the funds.

The Great Land Trust Board feels strongly in the opportunity that Pathways brings 
for connecting Chugach State Park to our community and with Phil on board, we 
look forward to working with you and all the other Great Land Trust supporters in 
finding and cultivating additional projects to link Anchorage to your State Park.  

Raven Report
The Raven Report 
is published by  
The Great Land Trust

OUR MISSION:
The Great Land Trust works with 
willing landowners and other 
partners to conserve southcentral 
Alaska’s lands and waterways.  
The Trust is an independent 
nonpartisan community-based  
land conservation organization 
founded by and for Alaskans.

MORE INFORMATION
The Great Land Trust  
619 E Ship Creek Avenue, Suite 321
Anchorage, AK 99501

907.278.4998 T
907.278.4997 F
www.greatlandtrust.org 
glt@alaska.net

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Stratton, Chair  
John Baker, Vice Chair 
Shelda Duff, Treasurer 
Corinne Smith, Secretary 
Dick LeFebvre
Pat Pourchot
Caryn Rea
Marty Rutherford
Cathie Straub
Ken Taylor

ADVISORY BOARD
Doug Baily
Susan Ruddy

STAFF
Phil Shephard, Executive Director
phil@greatlandtrust.org 
278-4992

Dave Mitchell, Conservation Director
davidm@greatlandtrust.org 
278-4995

If you would prefer to receive an 
electronic version of our newsletter, 
please email glt@alaska.net.
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 Spring 2009        Raven Report 5

easements, purchase of fee title to properties and acceptance of donated parcels we deem critical to the 
health of our ecological and human communities. We were founded in 1995 by local Alaskans and are looking 
to grow over the next several years to better serve this large and diverse area. 

JOIN OUR TEAM! 
We are hiring two new staff members over the next several months. We are expanding our capacity in the 
Mat-Su as as such will be hiring a full time director to be based out of Palmer. This position will be hired in 
September. In addition, GLT is seeking an office manager to maintain our membership contacts, mailings, assist 
with grant writing and maintain our office files. If you know anyone interested in either of these positions, have 
them contact Phil Shephard at 278-4992 or phil@greatlandtrust.org.

The Helen Louise McDowell Sanctuary consists of 14-acres of 

undeveloped land in midtown Anchorage. On National Trails Day, 

June 7th, the Great Land Trust, Alaska Trails Inc., Anchorage Parks and 

Recreation and community volunteers built the first mile of a trail that 

will wind through the sanctuary.  Alaska Trails and Great Land Trust will 

continue to coordinate the remaining construction next summer. 

SanctuaryHelen Louise McDowell

What a fun day!  Thank you!

Our Mission
(continued from page 1)

JOHN BAKER (VICE-CHAIR) 
A GLT Board member since 1998, John's “day job” is as a Senior Assistant Attorney 
General in the Natural Resources Section of the Alaska Attorney General's Office. 
His practice focuses on public lands issues, and includes litigation and transactions 
on behalf of the Alaska Departments of Fish and Game and Natural Resources. 
Before Law School John was a legislative aide, working for the creation of the 
Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge. He is a lifelong Alaskan, his family having 
first arrived in the Territory of Alaska in the 1930's. He and his wife Lynda live in 
Anchorage, and spend as much time as possible fly fishing.

SHELDA DUFF (TREASURER) 
Shelda a principal at Mikunda, Cottrell and Co. and is a Certified Public Accountant. She was a 
former Principal of Bigler and Duff, APC. She is a former Treasurer of the Inflammatory Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation. She is an active member of the Anchorage International Rotary 
Club, IRS/CPA Tax Liason Committee, and the American Institute of CPA’s. She and her husband 
Rick are long time Anchorage residents. “I enjoy being on the board of the Great Land Trust 
because I believe in conserving land for future generations and providing greater access to our 
park lands.” Shelda enjoys hiking, traveling, cooking and hanging out with friends.

BoardMeet Our

John
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This year in Palmer our conservation director, Dave Mitchell, 
completed a 10-acre conservation easement on Roy and Ann 
Goodman’s property adjacent to Palmer Hayflats State Game 
Refuge. The easement protects Spring Creek, an anadromous 
stream. In addition to the habitat values, the easement protects 
the stunning and well known viewshed as you drive North on the 
Glenn Highway through the Hayflats. 

The project began in 2005 when Great Land Trust received funding 
from the US Fish and Wildlife Service Private Stewardship Grant 
to identify private inholdings within Palmer Hayflats State Game 
Refuge. Landowners face strong market pressure to develop and 
fragment the wetlands that are within and adjacent to Palmer 
Hayflats State Game Refuge.

Palmer HayflatsThe Goodman Conservation Easement in

Raven Report        Spring 2009

Conserve Program  
at REI

Thank you REI! A big thank 
you to all who supported 
our conservation efforts by 
merely adding additional 
funds to your purchase at 
REI.

Over 1000 people donated 
to the Conserve Program 
during our stint at REI!  

In addition to the work on our well known projects Great 
Land Trust has quietly been securing conservation easements 
with individual landowners who want to see their properties 
conserved in perpetuity. Conservation easements are legal 
agreements between a land trust and a landowner that 
perpetually restrict development on the property. The property 
remains in private ownership and can still be sold or passed 
down to heirs. We craft each easement individually with 
the landowner making sure they retain rights to keep the 
property economically viable while protecting the property’s 
conservation values. In return, the landowners know that 
the property will remain protected by the Great Land Trust 
forever. Landowners may also benefit from the newly increased 
and substantial tax incentives available for the donation of a 
conservation easement.

The conservation easements that the Great Land Trust has 
completed this year will help to maintain the beautiful views 
and functioning ecosystems in areas such as the Palmer Hay 
Flats, Virgin Creek in Girdwood, and the Campbell Creek 
watershed in Anchorage.

EasementsConservation

(continued)
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Local landowners recognize this pressure and the commercial incentives. In particular, neighbors commented 
on the Parks/Glenn Highway interchange construction, which resulted in the filling-in of wetlands, gravel 
extraction, and disturbing Spring Creek, as well as a “gold rush” of residential home building. Both the highway 
and residential development have made even marginal building land such as wetlands more attractive for 
commercial and industrial uses next to the Refuge. Creating habitat buffers for the Refuge will help minimize 
the threat posed by development to the long-term integrity of its biologically rich lands. 

The Goodman Easement protects the watershed integrity of the area and prevents fragmentation of lands 
adjacent to the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge. The easement provides a protected and continuous 
natural habitat for spawning salmon and migratory water fowl that traverse Spring Creek, located on the 
property. Bears, wolves, moose, and other native species utilize both Spring Creek and surrounding wetlands.

The Matanuska Borough is experiencing an unparalleled development boom with a 25% population increase 
since 2000. This population boom has impacted both the wildlife population and the scenic values of the area. 
The Goodman easement provides a buffer zone between the Refuge and the expanding urban area, benefiting 
both local wildlife and the public by conserving open and scenic space. 

It was a true pleasure to work with the Goodmans. They have a tremendous land ethic and an intimate 
knowledge of the Hayflats. The project was made possible by the Goodman’s generosity and a grant from the 
Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Program. The Goodman Conservation Easement is a wonderful example of 
Great Land Trust’s public-private partnerships to conserve unique landscapes and functioning ecosystems for 
the benefit of future generations.

The Goodman Conservation Easement, which conserves Spring Creek and the Palmer Hayflats, as seen from 
the Glenn Highway. 
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Crane SanctuaryDale Saunders

Dale Saunders willed the Great Land Trust 80-acres of Sandhill 
Crane habitat in 2003. GLT and community members in Trapper 
Creek have had several small strategy sessions to brainstorm 
long range planning of the Sanctuary. Also, on May 17, 2008 we 
held our first clean up of the property, marking the beginning of 
a sustainable sanctuary for the cranes. The staff, volunteers, and 
neighbors delighted in Sandhill cranes, a tranquil stream, and a 
striking view of Denali. 

We will host another clean up this year on Saturday, May 16th. 
Contact us at 278-4998 if you would like to join us!

YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
Thanks to you, our generous members  
and supporters whose annual membership 
contributions make it possible to conserve 
important lands and signature landscapes  
of Southcentral Alaska.

Thank you Land Trust Alliance, Rasmuson 
Foundation, The Conservation Fund, Eric 
McCallum & Robin Smith, and U.S. Fish  
and Wildlife Service.

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Alaska Native Heritage Center
Alaska Rock Gym
Alaska State Parks
Alaska Wild Berry Products
Alaska Wildland Adventures
Anchorage Concert Association
Arctic Office Products
Artique 
Blush
Café del Mundo
Chain Reaction Cycles
Flypaper
Great Harvest Bread Company
Kaladi Brothers
Metro Music & Book
Moose’s Tooth Brewery 
Natural Pantry
Nino’s Italian Eatery
Sack’s Cafe & Restaurant
Snow City Cafe
Southside Bistro
Summit Spice & Tea Company
Terra Bella Organic Coffee
The Alaska Club
The Sport Shop
Tim Remick Photography
Title Wave Books
Virtu Gallery

Thank you

TAP ROOT CAFE
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PartyDecember

Park by conserving key land parcels adjacent to this 500,000 acre Park that provides so many recreational 
and watershed values to the bulk of Alaska’s population. The Great Land Trust seeks to permanently protect 
traditional routes to the park and provide for additional trailheads to meet current and future public use by the 
thousands of Alaskans and visitors who enjoy the park.

The Near Point parcel, originally 
planned to be part of the park, had 
been privately held for many years. 
During that time it was targeted 
for developments that would have 
been incompatible both to the park 
and the surrounding neighborhood. 
Access to the Park in the Stuckagain 
Heights area is currently very limited 
and this parcel will ease the pressure 
and allow more planned and secure 
access. We invite you to support our 
efforts to add this critical piece so it 
can be enjoyed by the neighborhood, 
community and state for generations 
to come. 

Pathways to the Chugach
(continued from page 1)

Fundraising for the Near Point 
parcel was the focus of our annual 
fundraiser, held on December 5th 
at the Snow City Cafe. A $3000 
dollar challenge gift was heartedly 
matched by contributions from the 
crowd for this project. Our board 
chair Jim Stratton did a fabulous 
job getting donations from many 
of the excited participants raising 
over $10,000. Over 140 supporters 
showed up to enjoy food, live 
music and raffle giveaways from 
local businesses. We look forward 
to seeing you again this coming 
December for another winter event! 



InternsThank youShawna
Shawna Nieraeth
Shawna moved to Anchorage from Oregon in 2007. She received a B.S. 
in Applied Environmental Studies from Oregon Institute of Technology 
and is now in her second year at Alaska Pacific University where she is 
working toward her master’s degree in Environmental Sciences. This 
is the first time she worked for a land trust and found the experience 
to be enlightening, as she had never worked in the area of land 
conservation.

Roz
Rosalind Worchester
Roz grew up in a house behind the Fish Creek Estuary, one of GLT’s 
signature projects, experiencing firsthand the small sanctuary for 
wilderness between downtown and west Anchorage. As a child Fish 
Creek was a classroom in which her parents taught her how to eat wild 
cranberries and rosehips, and how to avoid poisonous mushrooms. In 
the spring and summer she explored both the muddy creek and the 
cool forest. 

Every year for as long as she can remember Roz and her family clean 
up Fish Creek during the spring Citywide Cleanup, removing litter 
and waste, as well as the occasional treasure. This past summer, Roz 
was able to officially explore Fish Creek as a monitor for Great Land 
Trust. In the process, she discovered how Great Land Trust continues 
conservation of Fish Creek through a conservation easement, saving not 
only the habitat of countless wildlife, but many childhood memories.

Joanna Mosesian
Joanna worked as a summer intern for the Trust, assisting in the office 
and outdoors on monitoring expeditions. She also helped coordinate 
the Conserve Program, working with REI to advertise and increase 
public awareness of the Trust and its mission.
 
“I always knew I was lucky, but not until I left for college did I realize 
the unique privilege we Alaskans have, that of an unspoiled, gigantic 
nature, a nature that makes no compromises.  I show pictures to my 
friends at school and their jaws drop. I want it to remain like this, so 
that when my grandchildren show pictures to their friends in college, 
their jaws will drop too.“

Joanna

Raven Report        Spring 200910
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For everyone who has been with me during my years at the 
Trust, Thank You!

We have seen “Change” and “Hope” in virtually every printed media. We 
have also been inundated with news of economic hardship and other 
challenges. However, amidst the challenges it’s important to acknowledge 
the positive things taking place all around us. Change is indeed opportunity 
and challenges ultimately breed lessons, strength, and solutions.
 

Many of us go to work in the morning and contribute to our community in different ways, all of which have value. 
Fortunately people who previously left conservation concerns up to others are beginning to see how they play an 
integral role in the future of our planet. Ten years ago words like sustainability or smart growth were alternatives. 
Now not only are the words more prevalent, but the practice is becoming a part of our mainstream ideology. 
 
I walked into the small Great Land Trust office on G Street in the Fall of 1999. I was working in the legal field and 
with several non-profits at the time. GLT was somewhat of a fledgling entity with one staff person and a whole lot 
of good conservation work to be done. There was a tremendous void of knowledge in the community about the 
health, economic, and ecological benefits of conserving open spaces, but there was potential! That potential is 
being filled with a paradigm shift for putting the environment first.
 
I volunteered for the Trust in my free time and eventually wrote grants to fund a position. As they say, “the rest 
is history”. For the last eight years I have thoroughly enjoyed working every angle of GLT. Over the years we 
have added staff, increased the pace of our conservation transactions, grown office space, strengthened our 
partnerships, restored properties, and so much more. 
 
With the pace of great conservation successes and my own growing family, I came to the realization that I had to 
write the next chapter of my life. Last June, I decided that I needed more time with my family and a new vocational 
challenge. I have resurrected my small consulting business to keep me busy until the next exciting and challenging 
interest comes my way. I am enjoying the extra time with my two young boys and cherish every day knowing that I 
am raising the next generation of conservationists!
 
In November, we found a new Executive Director, Phil Shephard. Phil has hit the ground 
running and has already made significant improvements to the GLT team. I have 
been working on the transition with Phil and am currently assisting with some special 
projects for the next few months. He is a visionary, and with your continued support will 
undoubtedly write an exciting next chapter for GLT.
 
I thank you for all that YOU have done to help GLT succeed. I will always cherish the 
friendships and knowledge I have gained. I hope that you continue your support and take 
the opportunity to see how you can change and promote the value of conservation in 
Southcentral.
 

LisaFarewell
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LegacyLeave a Have you ever thought 
about what type of legacy 
you would like to leave for 
future generations? 
You can make a difference in your own 
community and region. The Great Land Trust 
Planned Giving Program assists individual 
investment in Southcentral Alaska’s land, 
water and natural areas for generations to 
come. There are many options to ensure 
that your financial assets are used for 
land conservation. These options include: 
bequests, life-income, naming a beneficiary, 
gifts of stock, gifts of personal property, and 
charitable remainder trusts. Planned Giving 
ensures that your family and your land are 
protected while taking full advantage of 
favorable federal and state tax laws. 


